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British subjects. President Harris knew that the
least interest shown in the fate of the rovers
would be fatal to the interests of the Company,
and was relieved when he heard that they had
been sent to Aurungzeeb's camp; after which
they are Jieard of no more.

In the beginning of 1692, authority was given
to the Company's commanders to seize pirates and
hold them till the King's pleasure was known, but
the measure was of small effect. The pirates were
prime seamen, who outsailed and outfought the
Company's ships; while among the Company's
crews they had numerous sympathizers. The
prizes to be gained were so great and the risks so
small, that the Company could hardly restrain
their own men from joining the sea rovers. Thus,
in 1694, John Steel * ran away with the long boat
of the Ruby frigate. Sixteen others who had
plotted to join him were detected in time, and
clapped in irons. The French and Dutch gave
passes to all who applied for them, so Steel placed
himself under French protection, and for two

* It appears likely that this was the John Steel mentioned by
Drury as his uncle in Bengal. There is very little doubt that much of
Drury's alleged slaTery in Madagascar was spent among the pirates.